
 

 

PANEL RESULTS & COMMENTS 

2018 PROJECT SUPPORT II 
 

Negro League Baseball Legends Hall of Fame Inc. 
 
  
Your Project Title: THIS is League Park 

Your Project Summary: In 2018, The Baseball Heritage Museum's THIS is League Park will continue to tell 

the stories and share the lessons of baseball as it has been doing for 20 years. Additionally THIS is League 

Park will tell the stories of the neighborhood, showcase the historic impact the Park and the sport of baseball 

have had on social change, and offer innovative and arts based programming and activities that make it 

clear League Park is an important Cleveland presence past, present and future. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel felt that the applicant provided some evidence throughout the 

application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4,000 

 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Sean Benolken 

(New York, NY) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 

(Indianapolis, IN) 

Laurel Fisher 

(Nashville, TN) 

Elisheba Johnson  

(Seattle, WA) 

Brittnie Knight  

(Philadelphia, PA) 

 

On the next page you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the 

question: With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s 

three funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2018-PS-II-Panel-Guide-for-Web.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The organization's growth and role as a collector of baseball artifacts is well documented. While 

the application addresses certain artistic aspects of the festival, the details were limited to a few points in 

the middle. I would have preferred a greater emphasis on the programming and impacts of the museum. 

Furthermore, due to the national profile of the museum, a closer look at the public benefit of the community 

around League Park would have made for a more compelling case. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The Baseball Heritage Museum is unique in its focus on the multicultural heritage of baseball, 

but this application showed their challenge in meeting their multicultural vision. Challenges in the application 

began with the overview budget when the $200,000 museum only listed 15% of their budget as being for 

arts & culture. How is that possible? It’s never explained. They should also tighten up how they define their 

community, and the narrative could be better in describing that they will do and how they will do it. There is 

a lot there, but it did not leave me with a deeper understanding of the project. I think the goal and measures 

were fine, but they missed an opportunity to connect who will be involved with the rest of the application. I 

think the budget is fine, but overall I think the application needs a stronger thread for telling their story. 

 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: This application provides evidence that funding criteria are met, especially concerning public 

benefit. The existence of the museum today is in direct response to what the public wanted. With the 

inception being just a small exhibit in a jewelry store to now being sought out by the Smithsonian to assist 

with their research. Kudos. I also appreciate that while this museum is getting national attention, it is still 

rooted in the neighborhood. The incorporation of storytelling and songwriting into a sports museum's 

program offerings is really unique. Good job developing creative ways to fulfill your mission! 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: THIS is League Park through the Negro league Baseball Legends Hall of Fame holds so much 

potential in regards to public benefit and engaging their community. They have cultivated support from their 

local baseball team (Cleveland Indians) and have talked briefly about the importance of the museum to 

their direct and local community. However, who is the community? Who are the multiple communities since 

there was a discussion of national and local reach? Who are the neighborhood organizations you are 

working with? Why choose storytelling above other art forms and how does your community benefit from 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 4 
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storytelling specifically? Based on the vagueness of the direct benefit this applicant meets the funding 

requirements only somewhat. 

 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: The programming sounds like it meets the requirements of public benefit but because they don't 

know what the programming will be yet, it is hard to gauge if the events are a good fit. 

 

 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin  India Pierre-Ingram 
manager – project support associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     ipierreingram@cacgrants.org 

 216.515.8303 x101  216.515.8303 x107

Panelist 5 
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